
THE MESSENGER 

CHANGE 

 

Dear Friends:  
 

Life is full of change, except from vending machines.  Even with 
our birth, we were shocked by light and the chill of the air, not to 
mention separation from our mothers.  Ten years later, after 
figuring out how to be children, we were shocked by the effects of growth.  It was fun to have 
our moms mark our progress on a door frame, but we were also facing harder challenges 
every year in school all the while getting bigger and taller.  We struggled through Middle 
school and into High school, only to have it all yanked out from under us at graduation.  All of 
a sudden, the world was asking us what was next instead of telling us.  Our young adult years 
saw tumultuous changes, but we felt up to it because of the energy of youth and the naïve 
optimism that came with inexperience.  The middle years were the most stable period as we 
got on with the serious business of making a life for ourselves and our families.  Even then, 
change was haunting us as our children grew up too quickly.  Then we finish up with those 
later days in retirement.  Whoever said that they were "golden" must have been in their 
thirties and selling investment schemes to older adults.  And as if this wasn't enough change, 
the world around us has been changing at an ever faster rate, like a roller coaster that is still 
accelerating and won't stop in the station.  As the years go by, we realize that we now know 
more people who have gone on to the Kingdom, than those still on the journey with us in this 
life.  We are reminded at every turn that we are simply passing through. 
 

As I ruminate on this, my wife and I are facing big time change with retirement; and you are 
facing major change with your first new pastor in eleven years.  As much as we might wish 
otherwise, these changes are as inevitable as the rising and setting of the sun.  In the Bible 
we read story after story of people who went through change, for better or worse.  It seems 
that God didn't let his people sit still, but prodded them onward to a future that only he could 
see.  Remember that Abraham packed up and left the only place he'd ever known at age 75.  
Moses was 80 when God called to him from the Burning bush.  Noah was 600 when God 
commanded him to build the Ark.  The Israelites themselves were often on the move and took 
forty years to finish what could have been a forty day trek.  Through it all, God was with them.  
Only he could see the goal, even though Moses got a quick glimpse from the distance.  So 
too for us, God is with us, helping, prodding, guiding, calming.  It's more important than ever 
that we turn to him for the guidance we need in yet another one of life's big changes. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Yours in Christ, 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Pastor TimPastor TimPastor TimPastor Tim 

 

Consider these wonderful words from Jeremiah: 
For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and 
come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  You will seek me and find me when 
you seek me with all your heart.  I will be found by you," declares the Lord.    
 (Jeremiah 29:11-14  NIV) 
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United Methodist Women - April 2018  
 

The Agape Circle will meet on Wednesday, April 18, 2018, at the Fellowship Hall 
at 10:30 a.m.  Kathy Spurger will be presenting the study entitled, Chapter 3, 
Rejoice in the Lord’s Mercy from Max Lucado’s Anxious for Nothing.  
 

The next Mary/Martha meeting will be on Monday, April 16, 2018, at the home of 
Cindy Boldt.  Dinner is at 6:30 p.m. followed by the program.  

 

The Paige Circle’s next meeting will be Monday, April 23, 2018, at 9:00 a.m. at the Paige Church.  
 

Membership in these three circles is open to anyone in the community that would like to join and be a 
part of the United Methodist Women’s organization at FUMC Giddings.  
 

The Women of the church will be involved in the following events happening in our church:  Cookies 
and “HELPERS” are needed for the BBQ on a Bun fundraiser on Monday, April 9 and Tuesday, April 
10, 2018.  For further information, please contact a member of the Finance Committee.  
 

Time and Talent Auction and Stew Luncheon RAC is on Sunday, April 15, 2018, RAC.  Please 
contact Ruth Ann Marshall with your auction items.  
 

A special thanks to the ladies who helped with the Church Clean-up in March. 
  
MEMBERSHIP IS NOT REQUIRED TO ATTEND ANY OF THESE CIRCLE MEETINGS  

MEN'S PRAYER 
BREAKFAST 

 

The Men's Breakfast is 6:30 am on 
Thursday, April 12 in our fellowship hall.  
Join us for some great food and a 
thoughtful lesson led by Robert French. 
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BARBEQUE ON BUN 

 

Our popular Spring fund raiser is set for 
Tuesday, April 10.  Workers are needed 
for setup on Monday evening from 5 pm 
till finished.  Servers are asked to get to 
the Fellowship hall by 9 am on Tuesday.  
Serving and carry out pick-ups and 
deliveries run from 11 am to 1:30 pm.  
There are flyers available in the back of 
the Sanctuary for you to take and post 
where you work and shop.  Lots of tickets 
are still available for sale and we're a little 
late this year in getting them out there for 
sale, so please make haste to help.  
Proceeds are to be divided evenly among 
five local charities, including the Food 
Pantry, Lee County Youth Center, Meals 
on Wheels, and Rejuvenation.  Contact 
Robin Bunch for more information on how 
you can help. 

FINANCIAL PEACE 

UNIVERSITY BEGINS 

Beginning at 6:00 pm on Tuesday, April 3 at the 
Giddings Church Fellowship Hall, Haril and 
Karen Walpole will begin their nine week course 
of the Financial Peace University, a Biblically 
based program of personal finance created by 
Dave Ramsey.  The first session is free.  Tuition 
is $109 per couple.  Those who have taken the 
course before are welcome to attend free of 
charge.  For further information, contact Karen or 
Haril Walpole. 

ACTIVE SHOOTER TRAINING FOR 
CHURCHES 

 

The Lee County Sheriff's Office is hosting a 
"House of Worship Active Shooter 
Congregation Response Training" from 6:30 to 
9 pm, Tuesday, April 10 at Martin Luther 
Lutheran Church on North Main here in 
Giddings.  This will be a great supplement to 
the training already received in the meetings of 
our Security Committee.  Don't delay.  
Register today at: www.LEOSEMINAR.COM 



EASTER EGG HUNT 

 

On Easter Sunday 
morning, April 1 at 10:30 
am, all of the younger 
ones are invited to a 

traditional egg hunt on the grounds of the 
Giddings FUMC.  Parents and 
grandparents are encouraged to bring 
their cameras. 
 

 

 

 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 

 

Everyone is invited 
to join us for a journey to the Empty Tomb 
to once again consider its meaning for us.  
Please invite family and friends who 
would otherwise miss out on this, the 
most wonderful and holy of all holidays.  
Services at Paige begin at 8:30 am and 
Giddings begins at 11 am. 
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On Sunday, April 8 in Giddings, it is a joy 
to confirm in their faith three of the finest 
young people anywhere.  John Dowell, 
Bailey Lyon, and Emma Lyon have taken 
a year of instruction through the Youth 
program and are ready to make a public 
profession of their faith in our Lord and be 
confirmed into full membership in our 
church.  Please pray for them and join us 

TIME AND TALENT FUNDRAISER SET 

 

Right after church on Sunday, April 15, 
the annual Time and Talent Fund Raiser 
and Luncheon will be help in the 
Fellowship hall.  If you have items for the 
auction or seek other ways to help, please 
contact Ruth Ann Marshall or Joe Franks. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY DINNER AND SING A 
LONG AT PAIGE 

 

Our long standing tradition of a hymn sing 
and wonderful food at a covered dish 
dinner continues at 6 pm on Sunday, April 
29.  Neighbors and family are welcome as 
well. 

UPCOMING DATES 
FOR YOUR 
CALENDAR   
 

(Paige events in bold face) 
 

-- Easter Sunday Services, 8:30 am, 
Sunday, April 1 at Paige 

-- Easter Egg Hunt, 10:30 am, Sunday, April 1 

-- Easter Sunday Services, 11 am, Sunday, 
April 1 at Giddings 
-- Financial Peace University Begins, 6:00 pm, 
Tuesday, April 3, Giddings Fellowship Hall 
-- Confirmation Sunday, 11 am, Sunday, April 
8 at Giddings 
-- Barbeque on Bun Preparations, 5 pm till 
done, Monday, April 9 

-- Barbeque on Bun Event, 11 am till 1:30 pm, 
Tuesday, April 10 (Servers needed at 9 am) 
-- Active Shooter Response Training, 6:30 to 9 
pm, Tuesday, April 10, Martin Luther Lutheran 
Church 

-- Men's Breakfast, 6:30 am, Thursday,  
April 12 

-- Food Pantry, 9 am, Friday and Saturday, 
April 13 & 14, April 27 & 28 

-- Time & Talent, Noon, Sunday, April 15, 
Fellowship Hall 
-- Trustees, 6:30 pm, Tuesday, April 17 

-- Church Council, 6:30 pm, Tuesday, April 24 

-- Fifth Sunday Sing-a-Long and Covered 
Dish Dinner, 6 pm, April 29, Paige 

-- Mothers' Day, Sunday, May 13 

-- Finance Committee, 6:30 pm, Tuesday,  
May 15 

-- Texas Annual Conference, May 27-30, The 
Woodlands UMC 



Please remember to 
keep the entire 
congregation in your 
prayers, but especially 
those persons who have 
special needs. 
 

Giddings Members 

Myrtle Becker 
Anne Chadwick 

Jessica  & Nathan Dunk 

Debby Grayson 

Janis Hannes 
Dianna Hannes 

John Hannes 
Lottlie Lively Hollan 

Dolly Kostoun 

Ronita Maynard 

Diane Mitschke 

Gene Newcomb 

Danielle Ramirez 

Bill Remsing 

Phyllis Smith 

Ruth Ann Snodgrass 
Bill Spencer 
 

Giddings Family & Friends 

Beth Auten 

Sandra Baker 
Mary Bates 
Rev. Calvin & Marie Beckendorf 
Verlie Bennett 
Judy Briscoe 

Maysie Cowell 
Nancy Emmert 
Patricia Evans 

Cayden Hannes 

Rev. Gail Harrelson 

Frieda Harris 
Garrett Harris 
Jim Harris 
Mary Beth Hillard 

Steven Kelley 

Arnold Klein 

David Klein 

Lana Knight 
Nancy Lengyel 
Juan Lucio 

Susan Merritt 
Mia Miller 
Morgan Twins 

Jason & Gina Murillo 

Bryce Myrick 

Lyndon Newcomb 

Carole Nunally 
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Jerry Poston, Jr. 
Jack Carter Rice 

Betty Robertson 

Beverly Russo 

Marion Schulze 

James Smallwood 

Teresa Todd 

Lisa Winters 
Dan Wright 
Charlotte York 

Dwain Young 

 

Paige Family & Friends 

Neil Emery 
Harry  & Gertrude Eschberger 
Kevin Geyer 
Rev. Gail Harrelson 

Judy Hunter 
Cornell & Ethel Kunkel 
Bruce Light 
Karen Light  
Margaret & Mark Lyle 

James & Rose Millner 
Cathy Newton 

Rachel Riffe 

Mike & Eva Schwartz 
Paul Watts 
Leroy Wobus 
Dorothy Wright 
 

 

OUR LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: 
-- C.H. Harvey on the death of his brother. 
-- Carol Bennett on the death of her 
mother. 
 

 

NEWSLETTER CHANGES 

 

The newsletter is now emailed and 
distributed by hand in church.  If you 
would like it emailed to you, please 
provide us with your email address.  
You may find more information as well 
at our Facebook Page and Website. 
www.fumcgiddings.com 



 

National Vietnam War Veterans Day 

March 29, 2018 

 

Unlike any other time in this nation’s history, Veterans and Active Duty personnel in all 
the branches of the military were vilified and attacked.  The Veterans returning from 
Vietnam were heckled, spit on, beaten and even killed by the likes of Jane Fonda and 
her treasonous friends and followers. 
 

I was stationed in a town where some of the stores and restaurants had signs in the 
windows that said, “No dogs or airmen allowed”.  One night a pick up truck drove by 
the frot gate and threw out the body of a young airman that had been beaten to death 
simply because he had been called by his Country and was serving in the military. 
 

9,087,000 men and women served during the Vietnam era from August 5, 1964 to 
March 29, 1973, 53,220 of these brave men and women were Killed in Action, 
304,000 more were wounded.  Thousands more have died since the end of the war 
from wounds and illness sustained because of their injuries. , PTSD, exposure to 
chemicals, disease and inadequate V. A. medical care. 
 

Of those who served 2,709,918 served in the theater, 648,500 of these were draftees, 
Dan Bullock, was Killed in Action on August 5, 1969.  He was 15 years old.  Six other 
KIA’s were just 16.  Dwaine Mc Griff gave his life at the age of 63 in Vietnam.   
 

Sgt. Harold Paul Degner of Round Top, PFC Robert James Stavinoha of La 
Grange, Sgt. Arnold John Kulhanek of Fayetteville, Msg. Sgt. Edgar James 
Brossman of Weimer, PFC John Janak of Columbus, SP4 Edward Hugo Beyer of 
Columbus, are just a few of the 3,460 Texans that gave their lives in combat in 
Vietnam. 
 

It is not to late to give a special “thank you” and “welcome home” to Vietnam Veterans 
and let them know how grateful we are for their sacrifice.  Today these veterans are 
portrayed as losers, criminals and crazies, in the movies and TV.  Certainly, we owe 
thanks to all Veterans, but on Thursday, March 29, it won’t hurt to give a special 
thanks to those who were treated so wickedly by those who professed to Americans.  
We can’t change the treatment these men and women received, but we can recognize 
their loyalty and sacrifice of serving their country when they were called. 

 

 

Please Celebrate National Vietnam War Veterans Day 

This Thursday, March 29, 2018, by recognizing 

and thanking Veterans from the Vietnam Era. 


